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March 13, 2020 
 
 
TO:  LOCSD Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Laura Durban, Administrative Services Manager 
   Ron Munds, General Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item 3B – 03/17/2020 Parks & Recreation Meeting 

 Dog Park Concept Plan Comments 
 
 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 
The attached are the Dog Park Concept Plan comments that the District received between 
January 22, 2020 and March 12, 2020.  
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Most of the comments made voiced support of the Dog Park Concept Plan. There were 
many comments and suggestions about what the surface of the park would be, many 
commenting that the District should not use wood chips for the surface and encouraged 
the use of grass. There were also a handful of comments inquiring about having water 
available at the park.  
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Comments: 
I strongly support the plan. A dog park is very much needed in Los 
Osos. The surface material should be less muddy than the Del Mar 
park and less messy than El Chorro park. Is artificial turf a possibility? 

 

Comments: 

First, a big THANK YOU to all involved in moving forward a much 
needed Dog Park in our community. Big Picture Question: Why does it 
have such a large footprint? If we are to keep in step with the Vision 
found in the draft LO Community Plan, then walking and biking (e.g. 
non-motorized modes of transportation) are to be encouraged in our 
land use planning in order to achieve a more Livable Community 
atmosphere for our town's people. I submit these items for the 
Committee's consideration: 1. From the Park's Concept Plan map, 
there are 20 onsite parking spaces, including one ADA parking site. 2. 
The number of parking spaces suggests this Dog Park was designed 
as the "be-all and end-all" for dog parks in the South Bay. 3. Is this 
Dog Park intended to serve the entire LO/BP Community, or are 
others being planned that are more within walking distance? (Walking 
distance is considered by transit planners to be no more than a 
quarter mile to a bus stop). 4. Rather than having one big dog park 
that is car-oriented, what are the long term plans for a series of walk-
able dog parks strategically located throughout the Los 
Osos/Baywood Park community? 5. Having a greater number of 
smaller dog parks located throughout our community (on either 
existing county land or donated lands) would better meet the Vision of 
the LO Community Plan. Thanks for this opportunity to provide my 
input to the Dog Park Concept Plan. Yours truly, Tim Los Osos 

 

Comments: 

Hello and thank you for considering this project. I frequent the existing 
park located between the tennis courts and the community center and 
find it very nice and attractive. There are a number of regulars who 
meet to socialize and exercise their pets. In my experience, everyone 
is friendly and the pets well behaved. The pet owners are responsible 
and pick up dog droppings, etc. My suggestions include: Keep it 
simple. Don't overdo the landscaping. Laguna Lake's park has mostly 
dead trees and shrubs now. Waste bag dispensers are helpful. A 
water spigot would be nice. Possibly a weed abatement fence and 
wood shaving ground cover to minimize fox-tails. That's about it from 
me. Thanks again for your efforts! John  

 

Comments: 
This has been in the works for so many years. Please, let's finally 
make this happen. 

 
 



Comments: 

A dog park is critical to the safety of humans and dogs in Los Osos. 
Having to avoid cars on non-existent sidewalks has been a challenge 
for me and my husband. To have a fenced in area for my high energy 
active dog will be amazing; not to mention the community building it 
will create by neighbors meeting one another. Thanks to all who are 
working so diligently on this project!  

 

Comments: 

Seems small. Thought it was going to be on the corner of LOVR and 
Pine, where all the non livable houses are. Since people go to the 
park to have their dogs run and go to the middle school to have them 
run, this seems inadequate.  

 

Comments: 

Add more shade trees. Add a shade/wind shelter where owners can 
sit and talk with other owners while the dogs play and explore. Make it 
a robust shelter, especially to shade/shelter from late 
afternoon/evening sun & sandy wind. Provide a watering point - but I 
don't know how you could secure it from misuse. Thanks 

 

Comments: 

I’m a local dog owner and would like to keep up with the progress towards the dog 
park. The concept plan looks good. I agree with some of the comments such as 
including picnic tables and benches. Do we really need that many parking spaces? 
It seems there is plenty of street parking available. Thank you  

 

Comments: 

I was on the board for the development of both the Paso and the 
Templeton Dog parks . One of the most important things we had to do 
was fund raising and PR work. I haven't heard how this park is going 
to be funded? Also, is the county imposing regulations?  

 

Comments: 

Hi! Am I correct in seeing that the dogs' actual play area is something 
other than grass? We take our dog to Del Mar dog park and I can't 
imagine that dogs would like something called "park surface" rather 
than a soft grassy area. Thanks for explaining the reasoning you have 
for this type of surface.  

 

Comments: 
I hope you plan to separate small from large dogs. I believe all dog 
parks in SLO County have separate play areas--for good reason.  

 

Comments: 

I’d like the dog park to have grass and shade trees with plenty of 
benches for dog owners. I’d also like a bathing pool for the dogs with 
a large water fountain that filters recycled water. Let’s do it right the 
first time! No wood chips!  



 

Comments: 

I am in strong support of the Los Osos Dog Park. I believe the dog 
park is long overdue for our small community. I believe this is great 
location for our dog park. It is already adjacent to an existing park, 
across the street from the library and just down from our community 
center.  

 

Comments: 

A dog park is so needed here. And I appreciate all efforts to build one. 
And I’ll use it. But, if I’m being honest, the planned park is too small by 
at least half. (Why not just designate that large area behind the library 
as an off leash area?) A water spigot would be good to fill water 
bowls. A few more trees. Benches for the two legged. A giant log for 
the dogs to climb and pee on. Not sure what is planned for the 
ground. Small bark chips are okay but rough cut chips like at the dog 
park out by Cuesta are horrible. TBH, I don’t go there largely due to 
the splinter giving chips. It’s also tough to pick up poop from. Better 
gravel, sand or just the bare ground. Lawn is the cleanest and best 
but probably impractical. Shovels, rakes, poop scoopers and bags 
encourage people to keep a dog park clean. Clearly marked signs 
with rules and regs. A volunteer board to organize clean up days etc. 
is a good idea even though it always gets ugly with politics. Lol. 
Thanks!  

 

Comments: 

I am a current resident of Los Osos, and have no dog. Yet I am fully in 
support of bringing a dog park to Los Osos. Without it, dog owners 
have few in-town choices and thus sometimes resort to bringing them 
to areas where they are technically not allowed - parks, schools - 
where they allow them off leash. Because those are the same areas 
where children are playing, kids' activities are impacted. Kids hesitate 
to throw a baseball for fear of a dog chasing after them. Kids hesitate 
to run around the field, for fear of being chased. Kids' guardians are 
frustrated at having to clean dog poop of a child's shoe, or comfort a 
child who is already afraid of dogs and is now crying because they got 
chased by one. The community of Los Osos needs a dog park that 
allows dogs a chance to run and be free in a dedicated space.  

 

Comments: 
This is great news. Please be sure water is available & consider bark 
where muddy areas drain. 

 

Comments: 

Is there enough space to fence off a separate space (a rectangle) that 
a single dog could inhabit to play fetch with its human? If you put a 10 
minute time limit on its use I think the humans could work it out so that 
dogs could get their exercise. 

 



Comments: 

Great idea. Would take the wear and tear off other places that are 
used for sports and kids events and decrease emissions to drive to 
Morro Bay area or SLO area for the same purpose. Next let's build 
some soccer fields!  

 

Comments: 

Sight blocking material should be installed on the fence between the 
large dog and small dog play areas. Small dog surface should be 
primarily grass. If wood chips are to be used in the large dog area 
they should be SMALL, not large shreds or chunks or sticks. A few 
general suggestions.... Benches should be placed in both areas. A 
shed is needed for storage of materials (Mutt Mitts, hand sanitizers, 
yard maintenance equipment etc.). A small kiosk or the like is useful 
for posting park information, notices, donation envelopes, incident 
forms etc. Donation boxes or similar should be installed in both large 
and small play areas. Will the Parks and Rec Committee Meeting be 
open to the public ? 

 

Comments: 

Yay ! Osos really needs this. The only comment (questions) we have 
is about what kind of surface materials are being considered? El 
Chorro seems to be having issues with a poisonous mold/mushroom 
which may become a problem in the even wetter environment of los 
osos.. We like bark but many times it is NOT really bark but wood 
chips which can contain anything. Is there any way we can contribute 
($$)? 

 

Comments: I support  

 

Comments: 
Please do not use wood chips for ground cover like Chorro dog part 
it’s awful and very hard on the dogs paws.  

Comments: 

Looks wonderful. Just two comments. Please don't use chips/wood 
chips, at least in small dog area. My 12 pound dog can't walk in chips 
much less run - he actually trips over them. Grass is best. Del Mar dog 
park is great example. Second comment - if there is a way to curve 
the interior fence by the gate nearest main parking lot it will help keep 
incoming dogs from being mobbed by dogs already inside. Entry is 
most dangerous moment for the dog as he is outnumbered and there 
is lots of excitement. Fights often occur at the moment of entry as ALL 
the dogs check our the new guy - and it can be overwhelming and 
result in a fight if the new guy feels cornered. THANK YOU for as ll the 
work on this project and for being open to public input! 

 



Comments: 
Are there any benches within the grounds for dog owners to sit on? 
Fixed hydrating fountain for the dogs? Potty bag dispensers?  

 

Comments: Build it and we will come! 

 

Comments: Looks great! 

 

Comments: 

very exciting. my only comment is that the bark surface at el chorro is 
awful for the dogs- they get splinters in their mouth when they play 
fetch! the best dog park i've ever seen is "dogs run free" in Condon 
park, in Grass Valley. https://www.facebook.com/DogsRunFreeGV/ 

 

Comments: Add an agility course! 

 

Comments: 

I like this design. How tall will the fences be? Will there be anyone 
who cleans it up. People can be very bad at cleaning up after their 
dog. The separation between large and small dogs is really important. 
I’ve lived in Los Osos 34 years and have heard talk of this all that 
time. It would be wonderful to have a dog park.  

 

Comments: 

I walk my pup a couple of times every day. She has 8-9 that she walks 
with. They are all friendly and social. We always have to try to find 
places where they can be kids. We say almost daily what a joy a dog 
park would be. I know I be happy to volunteer to help maintain the 
park. I love the Chorro dog park but it is hard to get all our pups 
together. YES PLEASE.  

Comments: 

This idea probably doesn’t belong here.. but, as someone who works 
with shelter animals and sees a lot of reactivity and aggression 
towards other dogs. It would be nice to make a field or grass area for 
dogs who don’t get along with other dogs and need to get out some 
exercise with their owner. something they can rent for 30 minutes? 
And make some cash off of it. A lot of people in the area, don’t have 
yards or don’t have big enough yards to let their dog run around. I’ve 
always wanted to do something like this for the community because I 
know there’s plenty of people who would use such a thing. Just 
maybe something to think about.  
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Comments: 

Hopefully there can be water stations around the yard for the dogs! 
Also it would be great to have benches and or picnic tables for the 
humans to use. We can’t wait to use the dog park! Thanks for your 
hard work!  

 

Comments: 

What an excellent concept! As local dog owners and residents for 
over 40 years, we hope this happens! The El Chorro Dog Park is nice, 
but a closer park would be so wonderful! What a great opportunity to 
socialize our dogs, and provide them a great place to play! Can't 
wait...Let's do it!  

 

Comments: 

We quit utilizing El Chorro Dog Park due to excessive dust created by 
active dogs. Our concern was potential transmission of Valley Fever 
spores in that horrendous dust. We are aware of dogs in Los Osos 
who frequented El Chorro Dog Park who contracted Valley Fever and 
later died. Wood chips are not the answer. 

 

Comments: Excellent Work! 

 

Comments: 
It’s a lovely plan. Is there a cost estimate to build? What kind of 
timing? 

 

Comments: 

Thank you for your efforts. Here are my initial questions: 1. How does 
this compare size-wise to other dog parks in the County? 2. Is there a 
sufficient visual break between the small and large dog areas? 3. It 
would be wonderful if the park could be designed to have a training 
area as a permanent or easily convertible component. Thanks again. 

 

Comments: 
I love it! I love that there is more parking as well, although I'm 
wondering how we plan to fund that. Thanks to the Wallace Group. 

 

Comments: 
Do we bring our doggie to the meeting? Looks like a good idea for the 
community. Not much space for a large dog. 

 


